How you start the conversation matters.
Immunization rates are one of the many measures of quality care that are of interest to physicians. Immunization rates for children younger than 3 years of age in Minnesota have held steady between 80% and 90%. One reason they have not increased is because of emerging hesitancy among some parents to vaccinate their children. This article describes what research has taught us about working with vaccine-hesitant parents and how starting a conversation in a way that presumes parents will vaccinate may improve the odds of children getting immunized.